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TASK FORCE PELICAN 
Thursday - September 22, 2005 

 
 

State of Louisiana 
 

 This is Day 23 since Hurricane Katrina hit. 
 
 Governor Kathleen Babineaux Blanco called for an Independent Commission to 

Investigate Hurricane Katrina Preparedness and Response 
o In a letter to President Bush, Governor Blanco wrote, “I believe it is not only 

appropriate but essential to initiate a full-scale examination of the preparation for 
and the response to Hurricane Katrina.” 

o The full text of the letter is available online at www.gov.state.la.us 
 
• The State of Louisiana and the National Guard are closely watching Hurricane Rita.   

 
• To prepare for landfall of Hurricane Rita on the southwest coast of Louisiana, National 

Guard officials have formed Task Force Rita to support potential areas affected by 
Hurricane Rita.     

 
• To date, there are approximately 25,000 National Guard (NG) soldiers on the ground 

under the command of Governor Kathleen Babineaux Blanco. 
 
• In addition to the current troops on the ground, Governor Blanco has requested up to: 

o 15,000 National Guard troops deploy to Louisiana and  
o 15,000 Federal troops be prepared to deploy to Louisiana 

 
• NG primary missions continue to be: saving lives (including providing meals, water, and 

ice to personnel), enforcing security, evacuating residents, and supporting existing critical 
infrastructures 

 
Office of Homeland Security & Emergency Preparedness 

 
As of 11: 00 am today:  
 
Mandatory evacuation orders have been issued for:  
 
ALL of Cameron Parish 
 
PARTS of Calcasieu Parish (Low lying areas; South of I-10) 
 
PARTS of Vermillion Parish (Low lying areas; South of LA 14, mobile homes & special needs 
patients) 
 
PARTS of St Mary Parish ( Below the Intercostal Waterway) 
 
PARTS of Acadia Parish (South of La. 92 and all mobile homes in parish) 

 

http://www.gov.state.la.us/
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Office of Homeland Security & Emergency Preparedness (continued) 

 
Recommended evacuation orders have been issued for: 
 
ALL of Calcasieu Parish 
 
ALL of Vermillion Parish  
 
PARTS of Jefferson Davis (Low lying areas; South of I-10) 
 
 
Precautionary evacuation orders have been issued for: 
 
ALL of Iberia Parish 
 
ALL of Lafayette Parish 
 
ALL of St. Mary Parish 
 
PARTS of Acadia Parish (Low lying areas) 
 
PARTS of St. Mary Parish (Low lying areas) 

 
 

Department of Health & Hospitals 
 

• An updated number of fatalities has been announced at 832.  
o This number will be updated as often as possible when deaths are determined to 

be storm-related. 
 

• Rita Preparations: September 22, 2005 
o Office for Addictive Disorders 

 Has identified evacuation locations for patients in SE Louisiana (Cameron 
patients evacuating at 7 a.m. today) 

 
o Office for Citizens with Developmental Disabilities 

 Southwest Developmental Center prepared to evacuate to Pincrest (in 
Pineville) if necessary 

 
o Office of Mental Health 

 Evacuation of acute care psych patients at Moss Regional to Central State 
Hospital in Pineville is pending, if necessary. 

 
o Special Needs Shelters 

 DHH is opening Special Needs Shelters in several areas of the state to 
accept individuals who have health problems that require medical 
expertise and must evacuate. These shelters are not for the general 
public. 

 
Department of Health & Hospitals (continued) 
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Because of limited staffing, those going to a Special Needs Shelter must have a caretaker to 
assist with ongoing support and they should bring all necessary supplies including sheets, 
blankets and pillows. 
 
Special triage telephone lines have been established for citizens with special needs to call. 
These citizens must call the telephone number in their area BEFORE attempting to access a 
shelter. These numbers are listed below. 
 
Alexandria:  800-841-5778  Shreveport:  800-841-5776 
Baton Rouge:   800-349-1372  Monroe:  866-280-7287 
Houma/Thibodaux:  800-228-9409  Slidell/Hammond: 985-871-1300 
Lafayette:  800-901-3210   
Lake Charles: 866-280-2711    

 
Department of Labor 

 
• DOL has processed more than 150,000 Katrina-related claims in the past three weeks, 

or 14 times more than is usually filed in a month.  
  
• To put the number of claims into perspective, during 2004 the average weekly claims 

requests for Unemployment Insurance and Disaster Unemployment Assistance benefits 
was around 4,000.  

  
• The Katrina-related claims are averaging more than 50,000 per week. 

  
• Despite the staggering number of claims for benefits, the Department of Labor has paid 

more than $32 million already to people who have filed Katrina-related claims. 
 

 
Department of Social Services 

 
• Displaced citizens in special needs shelters located south of I-10 are being 

consolidated with those that are located north of I-10, according to capacity. The plan 
includes relocating from: Thibodaux to Alexandria and Baton Rouge; Lake Charles to 
Bossier City; and Lafayette to Monroe.    

 
• From Sept. 2 - 20, the Office of Family Support has certified more than 302,694 

households (with an average of 3 family members per HH) for total Disaster Food 
Stamp benefits of more than $110 million.  

 
• An office has been established for Plaquemine Parish residents at the Belle Chasse 

Primary School, 539 F. Edward Hebert Boulevard, Belle Chasse.  
 
• Applications will be taken at this location through 5 p.m., Thursday, Sept. 22. A mobile 

site will be located in Gretna (Jefferson Parish) beginning Sept. 27 and remaining for 
seven consecutive days.  

• Shelters which are housing more than 25 displaced citizens and not currently 
registered with the parish Office of Emergency Preparedness should call (866) 310-
7617 or in Baton Rouge, 925-1938.  
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Department of Transportation & Development 
 

• DOTD is working with FEMA to help coordinate bus transportation for Katrina 
evacuees who are in shelter areas and must be evacuated because of Hurricane Rita. 

 
• Traffic signal and signs  

o 45% of traffic signals are in operation in Jefferson, Lafourche, Orleans, 
Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St. Charles and Terrebonne parishes.  

 
o Initial sign straightening and reinstallation on routes in Jefferson, St. Charles and 

accessible areas of Plaquemines parishes are approximately 90% complete. 
However, most recovery operations have been suspended to prepare for 
evacuations due to Hurricane Rita.    

 
• Road  

o The Belle Chasse Tunnel opened to 2 lanes of traffic today.  
 

• Debris removal  
o As of September 20, DRC Emergency Services had removed a total of 6,098 cubic 

yards of debris from Livingston, St. Helena, St. John, St. Tammany, Tangipahoa 
and Washington parishes.    

o In Ascension, Assumption, East and West Baton Rouge, East and West Feliciana, 
Iberville, Pointe Coupee and St. James parishes, all roads are clear for vehicular 
traffic.    

 
• Levees 

o The levee breach at 17th Street Canal, south of Old Hammond Highway is closed. 
 

 
Department of Education 

 
• State Superintendent of Education Cecil J. Picard met with Texas Commissioner of 

Education Shirley J. Neeley Wednesday in Baton Rouge to discuss educational issues 
surrounding students displaced by Hurricane Katrina.   

 
• Texas reports that approximately 45,000 displaced public school students have enrolled 

in their schools to date, and an additional 3,000 students have enrolled in private schools. 
 

• Picard, Neeley and staff from both agencies met for several hours discussing topics 
including diplomas, testing and transcripts.  

 
• While final decisions were not made, staff members were able to share ideas, concerns 

and proposed solutions.   
 

• Picard noted that he will continue to work with other states that have taken large numbers 
of displaced students to discuss similar topics.   

 
• Louisiana’s Board of Elementary and Secondary Education is scheduled to meet on 

Tuesday, September 27, 2005, to discuss and vote on policy issues related to Hurricane 
Katrina.    

Board of Regents 
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• RITA CANCELS CLASSES AT NICHOLLS STATE UNIVERSITY  

o Emergency planners at Nicholls State University have canceled classes scheduled 
for Friday, Sept. 23 so that students can help their families prepare for 
deteriorating weather conditions expected from Hurricane Rita.  

o Additionally, night classes that would normally be held Thursday in Morgan City 
are canceled.  

o As of now, Nicholls offices will remain open Friday. Over the weekend, other 
University operations including residence halls and food service are expected to 
continue.  

o The football game scheduled for Saturday afternoon has been canceled.  
 

• The Louisiana Board of Regents requests that displaced proprietary school students and 
proprietary school owners directly affected by Hurricane Katrina contact the Board of 
Regents Proprietary School Division at (225) 342-4253, or e-mail 
cmarabel@regents.state.la.us 

• To help college students displaced by Katrina continue their education, the Southern 
Regional Education Board, in conjunction with the Sloan Foundation, has announced the 
creation of the Sloan Semester, a catalog of free electronic courses available to Katrina-
displaced students.  

o The catalog is now open. Students may visit the web site to search for available 
courses, participating colleges and universities and to start the enrollment process. 

o The address is http://www.sloansemester.org. 

• Board of Regents information hotline for displaced students:1-866-415-2269, or log on to 
 www.regents.state.la.us. 
 

• For information on student financial aid and TOPS, call 1-800-259-5626 ext. 1012. 
 

Division of Administration 
 

• At this time, due to Hurricane Rita, I am directing the closure of all state offices in the 
following parishes for Friday, September 23, 2005:  Assumption, Evangeline, Iberville, 
Lafourche, Natchitoches, Rapides, Sabine, St. Landry, Terrebonne and Vernon 

  
• At this time, due to Hurricane Rita, I am directing immediate closure of all state offices in 

the following areas until Monday, September 26: Acadia, Allen, Beauregard, Calcasieu, 
Cameron, Iberia, Jefferson Davis, Lafayette, Lower St. Martin, Upper St. Martin, St. Mary 
and Vermilion 

  
• Essential personnel should report to work as directed by their supervisors. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:cmarabel@regents.state.la.us
http://www.sloansemester.org/
http://www.regents.state.la.us/
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Department of Wildlife & Fisheries 
 

• North Barataria Area (Lake Salvador, Lake Cataouatche, Lac des Allemands) 
o Sampling was conducted on (9/15, 9/16, 9/19 and 9/20).  The areas south of Lafitte 

exhibit no apparent problems.  
o Live fish (black drum, red drum, stingrays and flounder) were collected in the area.  

Charter boat operators are catching limits of red drum in the Hackberry Bay area 
south of Little Lake in the northwestern part of Barataria Bay.   

o Dissolved oxygen is good at 5 mg/l.  Several shrimp boats returning from west of 
Bayou Lafourche claimed that they are doing well and catching shrimp in the area. 

 
• INLAND FISHERIES RESOURCE ASSESSMENT UPDATE 

o Summary of areas surveyed Sept. 21: Lake Maurepas Area (Blind River, Amite 
River, Tickfaw River, Diversion Canal) 

o Water quality samples were taken today (9/21) in Blind River, Amite River, Tickfaw 
River and the Diversion Canal.  Dissolved oxygen continues to be below normal in 
Blind River (1.4 mg/L), Tickfaw River (2.68 mg/L) and the lower Amite River below 
the Diversion Canal (2.27 mg/L).   

o The upper Amite River above the Diversion Canal and the Diversion Canal are 
back to normal at 5.49 mg/L and 7.31 mg/L respectively.   

o The area is improving gradually.   
o A good rain this week could significantly improve the dissolved oxygen levels in the 

area.   
o LDWF will continue to collect water quality samples until dissolved oxygen levels 

improve.  
 

 
Department of Environmental Quality 

 
• Sampling efforts in areas impacted by Hurricane Katrina have been interrupted by 

Hurricane Rita. 
o Emergency responders from the Texas Commission of Environmental Quality have 

returned to their state because of Hurricane Rita. 
  

• DEQ and EPA have presented data to the Lake Pontchartrain Foundation, environmental 
groups and the media which shows the Lake Pontchartrain is NOT a “toxic soup.”   

o Early results from DEQ sampling efforts show low levels of dissolved oxygen on 
the north and south shores of the lake.   

o Low dissolved oxygen is caused when debris, such as leaves and trees get into 
the water.   

o Elevated levels of bacteria were found in isolated areas along the south shore near 
where the water is being pumped out.   

o This is to be expected in any flood situation.   
o Based on early and limited sampling, the Lake will have no long-term 

environmental effects resulting from the hurricane or flood.   
  

• DEQ has identified more than 75 sites that will be used to dispose of debris resulting 
from Katrina.   

o       These areas include sites for burning and chipping wood waste, construction 
and demolition disposal and drop off sites for household hazardous waste.   
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Department of Corrections 
 

 As a result of Hurricane Rita’s current projected path, the Department of Corrections will 
move (today) approximately 1700 inmates from Calcasieu and Cameron Parishes, St. Iberia 
Work Release and Lake Charles Work Release into state and local facilities across 
Louisiana. 

 
160 inmate evacuees (from Katrina) being housed at Phelps Correctional Center will also be 
moved to other facilities. 

 
 DOC’s key mission remains the safety and stability of state and parish correctional facilities 

given the considerable numbers of evacuated inmates now being sheltered. 
 

-- State facilities are housing 3,632 additional inmates. 
-- Parish facilities are housing 2,466 additional inmates. 
-- The Federal Bureau of Prisons is assisting also, housing 920 inmates at a federal             

facility in Coleman, Florida. 
 

 “72 hour” hearings were conducted Wednesday at Elayn Hunt Correctional Center for 
detainees arrested in New Orleans post-Hurricane Katrina.  27 cases were heard. 

 
 

Louisiana State Police 
 
• Evacuations are occurring in Southwest Louisiana.  State Police is currently staging assets and 
assisting local agencies facilitate smooth evacuation.    
 
• The road closure hotline continues to operate.  1-800-469-4828.  
 
• We urge people to travel north.  Arrangements have been made to place traffic signals on flash 
for northbound traffic on LA 171, LA 27 and LA 165.  
 
• People are discouraged from coming to Baton Rouge unless they have prearranged to stay 
with relatives or friends.  It is reported that there are no hotel rooms available.  
 
• Arrangements are being made to set up a Law Enforcement Combined Command Post in 
Calcasieu.  
 
• Fuel is pre-staged at Headquarters; high-water vehicles and generators are pre-staged at 
Troops D and I.  
 
• Troop D building can sustain 150 mph winds.  If Troop D operations must relocate, they will 
move to the Allen Parish Courthouse.  

 
### 
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